INTO BATTLE

forms of tyranny and oppression, are also instinctive and strong.
Canada has a great part to play in the relations of Great Britain
and the United States. She spans the Atlantic Ocean with her
loyalties ; she clasps the American hand with her faith and goodwill.
That long frontier from the Atlantic to the Pacific Oceans, guarded
only by neighbourly respect and honourable obligations, is an
example to every countiy and a pattern for the future of the world.
Mr. Bennett, your guest this evening, in his memorable career,
has always known how to gather those forces which at the same
moment consolidate the British Empire, and also make harmonious
its growing comradeship with the Government and people of the
United States. We owe him a lasting debt for his services. He
has been true to the Old Flag. He has been true besides to all for
which the Old Flag stands. We grieve that his health has exacted
from him a period of repose. We rejoice to see him in our midst
so strong and lively. This is not a time when we can spare a man
like him. All will be needed, all must expend themselves. We
know that there is nothing he has not done and nothing that he
will not do to sustain and uplift the British Empire in days when
everything that we have ever fought for will be at stake.

We must not turn from the path of duty. If the British Empire
is fated to pass from life into history, we must hope it will not be
by the slow processes of dispersion and decay, but in some supreme
exertion for freedom, for right and for truth. Why is it that
from so many lands men look towards us to-day f It is certainly
not because we gave gained advantages in a race of armaments,
or have scored a point by some deeply-planned diplomatic intrigue,
or because we exhibit the blatancy and terrorism of ruthless power.
It is because we stand on the side of the general need. In the
British Empire we not only look out across the seas towards each
other, but backwards to our own history, to Magna Charta, to
Habeas Corpus, to the Petition of Right, to Trial by Jury, to the
English Common Law and to Parliamentary Democracy. These
are the milestones and monuments that mark the path along which
the British race has marched to leadership and freedom. And over
all t}$s, uniting each Dominion with the other and uniting us all
with our majestic past, is the golden circle of the Crown. What is
within the circle ? Not only the glory of an ancient unconquered
people, but the hope, the sure hope, of a broadening life for hundreds
of millions of men.
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